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Abstract
In 1997, an unexpected phenomenon, called coronal
“EIT waves”, was discovered to propagate across
almost the whole solar disk. Such a global wave
was sometimes called “solar tsunami” by news
media. Initially it was thought that they are fastmode MHD waves. However, their propagation
speeds are ~3 times smaller than the fast-mode
wave speed in the solar corona. Such a discrepancy
puzzled solar astrophysicists for many years.
Several mechanisms have been proposed during the
past 21 years. In this talk, I will introduce the
observational features of this intriguing wave
phenomenon and how the community is getting
closer to reaching a consensus on their nature.
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